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- Cf. also tone sandhi, poetry, stress, morphology
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* Productivity was quantified as growth curves (Evert & Baroni 2007)

- The number of distinct word types as a function of the number of sampled word tokens
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* Word lengths compared by extrapolating to the same sample size via LNRE modeling - o
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* The growth curves showed a dramatic effect of modality (see plots)

* Speakers may plan word choice in terms of disyllabic feet, but writers do not Number of types per number of tokens, as observed and as extrapolated by LNRE models
- Difference in productive word length across modalities may also relate to information load (Generalized Inverse Gauss-Poisson Large Numbers of Rare Events modeling with x? goodness of fit)
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* Thousands of Mandarin lemmas (syntactic/semantic lexical entries) are elastic P P J P d
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- “Freely” vary in word length as monosyllabic or disyllabic (Duanmu & Dong 2016) —— Lemma repetition

optional reduplication di ‘younger brother’ didi ‘younger brother’
redundant modifier ge ‘elder brother’ dage ‘big elder brother’

redundant head dongfang ‘eastern direction’

* An experimental priming effect (Perry & Zhuang 2005)

- In a picture-naming task, speakers were more likely to choose the disyllabic variant of elastic
words when there also were pictures with fixed disyllabic names in the test set

Probability of disyllabic word choice
Probability of two-character word choice

e A corpus-based analysis

- Predict disyllabic variant of elastic lemmas from log ratio of disyllabic to monosyllabic in 2 4

adjacent ten words, with or without repetition of the target lemma Log ratio of disyllables / monosyllables Log ratio of two-character / one-character words

- Elastic word size was primed by context, both preceding (see plots) or following (same pattern),

even without lemma repetition, for both speech and writing Effect of prosody and lemma repetition on probability of producing disyllabic elastic variant

* Prosodic effects in writing? Or an indirect effect of shifting degrees of formality? (mixed-effects logistic regression on 146 spoken and 990 written elastic nouns)
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